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Sewers may soon be opening on properties near
you if you live in Mill Bay, Shawnigan or Cobble
Hill.

Under a Cowichan Valley Regional District plan,
those regions could go from the septic system they
now employ to a full-fledged sewer system.

CVRD director Mike Walker (Mill Bay/Malahat) said
the idea is long overdue.

"Several years ago there was a study done in
South Cowichan — Mill Bay, Shawnigan Lake and
Cobble Hill — to see what it would cost to bring in
a community sewer system,” he said,

The study came back with a whopping $30 million :
price tag attached. !
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“"Over the years, even though applications for
funding were made, none ever comes,"” said
Walker.

However, with all the high-priced development
planned for the southern part of the Valley, an
idea was born.

"About two years ago I saw the potential
development pressures come to Mill Bay and I was
watching how the CVRD was taking over, or being
asked to take over, sewer and water systems,”
said Walker.

"Developers are doing their own individual sewer
systems for their respective projects and I'm
saying, ‘Hang on here, instead of having six or
seven or 10 individual sewer systems, we should
also be looking at the developers to pay for the
infrastructure to connect these systems and to
have the capacity to tie into Mill Bay's sewer
system."

The plan is an amendment to the South Sector
Liquid Waste Management Plan which was finished
in 1998,

A new group called the Mill Bay Sewer Alliance has
formed. It consists of representatives from
existing facilities and new developments charged
with planning the first phase of the proposal,
which is building a basic system in Mill Bay.

"I see this as a positive step forward to address
the sewage disposal issue in Mill Bay, which is long
overdue,” said Walker.

Future phases will look at hooking Shawnigan Lake
and Cobble Hill into the system.

The plan will, of course, go through the public
consultation process and Walker said he
anticipates some opposition from those who don't
want more development. And he sees their point.

"The concern is Iif you're being supplied by a
community water system, the lot sizes will change
and could allow for more development through
subdivisions and other means,” he said. "If you're
on a half-acre lot right now, you can't subdivide it,
but if we go to a community sewer and water
systemn, you could divide it.”

Walker said he would then be considering a bylaw
that would restrict lot sizes.
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