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STUDY TEAM FILES POSITIVE REPORT ON BAMBERTON DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL

Jun 22, 2009

A MASSIVE COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL FOR THE FORMER BAMBERTON CEMENT WORKS SITE HAS CLEARED A MAJOR HURDLE. 

A COMMUNITY IMPACT STUDY COMMISSIONED BY THE COWICHAN VALLEY REGIONAL DISTRICT HAS CONCLUDED THE PROPOSAL "REPRESENTS AN EXCELLENT EXAMPLE OF COMMUNITY PLANNING", AND RECOMMENDS THE CVRD TAKE A "MEASURED APPROACH" TO THE APPROVAL OF ITS VARIOUS ELEMENTS, TO ENSURE THE "POTENTIAL POSITIVE IMPACTS ...ARE FULLY REALIZED". 

THREE POINT PROPERTIES PROPOSES A COMPREHENSIVE MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT OF SOME 3200 HOUSING UNITS; A HOTEL; AND COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL SPACE, TO INCLUDE A MARINE TERMINAL. THE STUDY TEAM NOTES THE SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENT THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN MADE IN ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION OF THE SITE, SAYING THAT "REFLECTS THE APPLICANT'S COMMITMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP". 

THE TEAM RECOMMENDS THE REGIONAL BOARD CONSIDER A PHASED APPROACH TO APPROVALS, TO ENSURE ALL NECESSARY SERVICES ARE IN PLACE AND ACHIEVING DESIGN OBJECTIVES BEFORE SUBSEQUENT PHASES ARE APPROVED. 

THAT'S ONE OF 27 SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS WHICH WILL BE SCRUTINIZED AT A PUBLIC MEETING THIS WEEK-END, BEFORE THE CVRD BOARD FORMALLY CONSIDERS THE REZONING APPLICATION.

